
How to work as a freelance translator/interpreter in 
Spain

Manuel Arca Castro

Clara Davó Fuentes

Laura Ferro Devesa

Inés Rodil García

Samuel Torres Rey



Table of Contents
● “Traductor e intérprete autónomo”
● Application 
● How much I have to pay to the Spanish Social Security?
● Regulation of the professional conduct of freelance translators
● Contracting requirements
● Main contractors
● Professional relationship
● Feedback
● Advantages of freelancing
● Skills and professional knowledge
● Summing up...



“Traductor e intérprete autónomo”
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How much I have to pay to the 
Spanish Social Security?

+30 years 
*35 years 
women

275eu/month

-30 years
*35 years 
women

192.79 eu
(15 months)

275 eu/month 
+ 30% bonus
(15 months)

275 eu/month

New freelance 50 eu/month
(12 months)

137.5 
eu/month
(6 months)

192.79 
eu/month
 (6 months)

275 eu/month



Regulation of the professional conduct of freelance translators

http://www.redvertice.org/
http://www.agpti.org/
http://www.aptij.es/
http://www.asati.com/
http://www.eizie.eus/es/
https://asetrad.org/preguntas-frecuentes/cuanto-cobro
http://aetioficial.es/es/
http://www.xarxativ.es/
http://www.aptic.cat/en/
http://atrae.org/
https://www.aice-interpretes.com/


Sworn Translators: Contracting 
Requirements

● Official Exam

http://www.exteriores.gob.es/Portal/es/ServiciosAlCiudadano/OportunidadesProfesionalesFormacion/OportunidadesProfesionales/traduccioneinterpretacion/Paginas/Examen.aspx


Main Contractors
Direct Customers Translation Agency



Professional Relationship between 
the Employee and the Employer

● It is not required to sign a contract
● If there is a contract, it should include:

○ Description of the employer and the employee
○ What has to do the employee
○ Deadlines
○ The price of the services
○ The responsibilities of each party
○ The specifics of the job
○ What would happen if one party does not perform 

the contract
○ A brief description of legal responsibilities

● Contract with an intermediate company 



Feedback

● There is not a feedback itself
● Reviewer
● Importance of the contract



Advantages of freelancing

● Autonomy
● Flexibility
● Income and Expense Control
● Global Perspective



Skills and Professional Knowledge



Summing up...

● There are more than 20 Translators Associations.
● To work as a Sworn Translator an official exam is 

needed to be passed.
● Freelance Taxes are quite high in the Spanish State.
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Trugarez! Merci!

Obrigadas! Paldies!

¡Grazas! Mulțumesc!

Děkuji! Vd’aka! 


